The Kite Runner Reading Questions

Answer all questions in complete sentences. Answers should be typed in Times New Roman
12 font. Hand in answers on the first day of classes.

5.

Reading Questions: Chapter 1 — Chapter 10

Why do Amir and Hassan have a strained relationship? Can their troubles be attributed to
religious differences, as Amir seems to think? If not, what other factors may be involved?
Which of Amir's sins is more egregious, the one described in Chapter 7 or the one described in
Chapter 9?

In Chapter 2 through Chapter 4, Hosseini paints a vivid picture of Kabul. What type of city was
Kabul, according to Hosseini?

Why is the relationship between Amir and Baba so difficult, even painful, for each of them?
How does it change after Amir wins the kite-running tournament? Does Amir think he has
finally won his father's love?

Complete this sentence with one word: The Kite Runner is a novel about

Reading Questions: Chapter 11 — Chapter 18

Compare the relationships between Baba and Ali and Amir and Hassan. Were their personal
relationships affected by their social statuses? How?

Why does Amir and Baba's relationship improve after they move? How does it change?

In what ways is Soraya and Amir's courtship/relationship American, and in what ways is it
Afghan?

Reading Questions: Chapter 19 — Chapter 25

1.
2.

Can Amir be called a hero? How does he (or does he not) fit this role?
Why is Amir's conflict with Assef significant? Why does Hosseini have Amir find Sohrab in the
way and place that he did?

Reading Questions: the complete novel

1. Complete this sentence with one word: The Kite Runner is a novel about

2. In what ways is this story distinctively Afghan? Could it have occurred in the Unlted
States? Under what circumstances or within which communities?

3. What was the significance of religion in Kite Runner? Could such a story take place in
the context of another religion? How would it have to change?

4. How are women portrayed in the novel? Does any female character have an important
role?

5. Think about truth and lies. How would this story have been different if everyone told

the truth? Why didn't they?

How did learning that Hassan was Baba’s son change your understanding of Baba?

Who suffers the most in The Kite Runner?

Did you enjoy the book? Why or why not?
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